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Holiday Calendar

Apex

Dec 1: XMAS on Salem Street (Downtown
Apex)

Dec 2: 20th Annual Holiday Home Tour.
Visit Apex Historic Society homepage for
details.

Cary

Dec 1: Ole’ Time Winter Festival, down-
town Cary , 10a-5p

Holly Springs

Dec 7: Holiday Tree Lighting, Main St,
6p-8p (free)

Fuquay-Varina

Nov 29: Holiday Tree Lighting, 7p-8p

Raleigh

Dec 8: Holiday Lights Trolley, Mordecai
Historic Park, 7p ($10)

Durham

Dec 1: Holiday Parade, downtown
Durham, 4p
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Top Reasons To BUY or SELL
During the Holidays

Buyers are motivated.
Off season buyers can
be more serious than
peak season buyers. 3.
Maybe there’s good

reason why they didn’t

buy during the peak

fimes.

Market hindsight.
Agents and their clients 4.
can look back at sales
during the peak season

to see how to better

price a house to make it

more marketable.

Consider tax advan-
tages. You can report
mortgage interest, prop-
erty taxes, points, and
closing costs on your tax

return.

Holiday decorations.
Holiday lights and deco-
rations can make homes

look great and give it

that extra curb appeal.

Less competition (for
buyers). You may actu-
ally have a chance to
get that ‘steal’ of a
home since there is gen-
erally less traffic during

the off season.

If you are interested in buy-
ing or selling a home this

holiday season, please give
us a call at 919-342-7068!!
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Ask the Home Inspector

As winter approaches, home-
owners should consider winter-
izing their home. Here are a
few things to consider, de-
pending on the age and type
of home.

1. If your home is on a crawl
space, this is the time of
the year to close your
foundation vents. These
vents are on all four sides
of your house. It is best to
close these vent in the win-

are on a concrete slab you
do not have this concern.)

If you are on a concrete
slab it is most important for
you to turn off your water
supply line to your water
hoses. Most slab homes
have an exterior water cut
of valve in the garage
near or attached to the
main water cut off valve.
After turning off the hose
water valve, remove any

This will prolong the life of
the unit and prevent any
heat loss through the unit in
the winter time.

4. Wood double hung win-
dows have the likelihood to
leak air in the middle sec-
tion between and above
the bottom sliding window
near the latch. Air can also
leak at the bottom of the
window due to the window
not going down far

ter to help keep the inside
first level warmer. This
could also cut down on
your heating bill. Remem-
ber in the spring to open

these vents for the summer,

as it is most important for

the crawl space to breathe

to prevent moisture prob-
lems below. (Note: If you

attached hoses and open
up the hose valve bib.

Remember there are two
water hose bibs attached
to the exterior of a house
usually on opposite sides.

3. If you have an AC window
unit, now is the time to
cover it up on the outside.

enough. In these cases,
weather stripping is ad-
vised.

If you have any questions

about winterizing your home,
please contact Stephen John-
son with USA Home Inspection
Services at (919) 217-2773.

Holiday Traditions Around The World

Christmas: Annual holiday that
celebrates the birth of Jesus,
December 25th. Includes the
promotion of goodwill, com-
passion, love, acceptance,
kindness, generosity, excite-
ment and peace.

Hanukkah: Eight day Jewish

holiday that begins at sun-

down on December 4th and
ends on December 12th. It
celebrates the re-kindling of
the Temple menorah at the
time of the Maccabee rebel-
lion.

Kwanzaa: Observed Decem-
ber 26th through January 1st.
Consists of seven days of

celebration, featuring activi-
ties such as candle-lighting
and pouring of libations, and
culminating in a feast and
gift-giving

Saint Lucy’s Day: Church feast
day holiday dedicated to St.
Lucy and celebrated on De-
cember 13th.



